
Viking ship series

My Nordic interest years, 1989-1992

Norse ship in ice. 57.5" x 42". 1992
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June, I was out of school,. Brian didn’t need my help with construction that month, so 

I was free with art to make,. I made my signature stretcher of 57.5” x 42”, and began 

the first of the larger Norse ship paintings. Deciding to keep the stoic motif, with 

more accurate boat this time.

Visiting Green Apple books and collecting various Viking books to facilitate this 

interest. The delightful Amelia—who was a fellow Academy student and 

Cacophonist—worked there and gave me discounts on books. 

attended all four parts of Wagners Ring that June. The romanticism of the opera 

influenced the painting. Though of a 19th century romanticism influence, I made 

some postmodern elements, such as the flat geometry in the middle with the 

intuitively and the vaguely astronomical wheel, the Ross Blechner influenced stars 

on dark background, and modern iron bridge in the background.

A semi-real, surreal scene was constructed. I always liked the motion and stillness 
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combined in this painting. Those dynamics were really what this is about; the subject 

matter the original impetus but became secondary. That’s what I remember about 

rendering this. 
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